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Meet the staff:

COMING

SOON!



Attendance

At Dane Royd the overwhelming majority of children attend school every day and this allows us to make 

excellent progress both academically and socially. If you don’t send your child to school consistently they will 

be at risk of falling behind and we will do our best to support but there will be limitation on what we can do. 

Although we do not fine for holidays as a matter of routine, we will look at a child’s overall attendance picture 

along with the local authority to make an assessment of whether a fine should be issued. 

Remember, we can administer prescribed medication and Calpol with your permission and most children can 

still learn with minor coughs and colds. If your child is presenting as unwell in the morning and feels better by 

lunchtime then they can attend the afternoon session and likewise if they deteriorate in the day then we will 

let you know. 

Should you need any support, please contact Mr Davison or Mrs Marriott (in the office).



Behaviour

We view behaviour as communication and that’s our 
starting point.

We take a positive approach that uses a reward based 
system but also builds in the intrinsic value of acting in 
a particular way because it’s just the right thing to do.

Our Behaviour Policy can be found on the school 
website under the policy section.

Any queries please speak to the class teacher.



Inclusion and SEND

We are recognised for being an inclusive setting that provides excellent support 

for children with and without SEND.

If we felt that there was a potential SEND then we would meet with you to 

discuss this and see what else we feel could be in place to support learning and 

vice versa. Several options here both internally and externally.

Please remember that our children are only young and that early year’s 

development can vary at this age. 



What is the EYFS? 

The Early Years Foundation Stage, or EYFS  for short, covers the 
first stage of a child’s care from birth to five years old. It sets the 
standards to ensure that all children learn and develop, as well as 
keeping them healthy and safe.   

All schools and early years providers in England must follow the 
EYFS. 

Included in the EYFS are the 7 Areas of Learning. They are:
• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

We have colour-coded 

these throughout to 

make it easier to 

understand.



The EYFS Framework

In 2019, the government proposed an early years reform. The aim was to 
improve the learning for all children and better prepare them for the 
move into Year 1. 

To help make the right changes, evidence was looked at to find the best 
ways children can be supported in developing as they grow. The changes 
have been designed to give children the best start in life and set them 
up well for their future. 

These changes have now been implemented and all early years settings 
and schools must follow the EYFS Statutory Framework. 

STATUTORY FRAMEWORK
Here is a 

helpful link to 

the latest 

document.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf


Key changes:

Reduce the amount of unneeded written recordings and assessment of children by
staff.

Staff are encouraged not to keep a large amount of written evidence that proves
children are able to do lots of things. Practitioners know the abilities and skills of each
child, and understand how to support them to develop. By taking away the need for
constant recording, it helps to develop more natural play, conversations and interaction
between adults and children.

We use a digital platform called  
Evidence Me and encourage you to share 
your learning experiences from home in 
order to support us truly understand 
your child’s learning and development.

In the past we have kept examples of 
your child’s work however we feel it is 

more beneficial to share these with you 
in order promote richer conversations at 
home and let you see your child’s learning 

and progress in ‘real time’.



We believe in the holistic view of the child and achievements at home can and should be celebrated in school. Though your children 
spend many hours with us in setting, we appreciate that they spend many more with yourselves and with family. 

Evidence Me allows you to capture and share experiences at home that you feel are valuable to your child's learning journey.
This might be examples of physical skills; such as riding a trike or balancing along a log in the park. It could be sharing hobbies 
such as swimming certificates and football trophies. You could share examples of book talk with your child commenting on their 
favourite parts or joining in with stories, singing songs or enjoying mark-making activities at home as well as general examples of 
them showing an understanding of the world in day-to-day discussion.

When you attach any photos or videos please be mindful of safeguarding your child. Children must be clothed and any other 
persons present in the picture or recording having given permission. You can simply record and capture using your phone device and 
then upload onto your child's profile at the click of a button. Where possible, please provide some context about the learning 
taking place or the skills evidenced in a brief description typed in the notes section. 

Please be assured that your observations are sent electronically to us are not shared with other parents as per GDPR rules and 
permissions. We will endeavour to approve and respond to your observations as soon as possible with a brief written comment and 
if appropriate, a next-step/challenge.

Please be reminded, this tool should be used exclusively for sharing evidence of your child's learning at home and not for sending 
general messages to the teacher. Should you wish to get in touch about any other matter, the best method of contact is via the 
school office by telephone or catching me at the door at drop-off/collection.



https://help.evidence.me/evidence-me-help-for-parents/

https://help.evidence.me/evidence-me-help-for-parents/


Key changes:
There is a greater emphasis on the importance of developing communication and language skills
as well as a higher focus on sharing stories.

Children should be supported in building up vocabulary by increasing the amount of words they know and can use.
We recognise that good language skills are the basis for all other learning and social interaction and so we as
adults regularly chat with the children 1:1, but also facilitate the children in communicating with their peers in
class discussions but also during their own play schemes, modelling language and encouraging them to extend
their ideas.

We use stories as a basis for our topic lessons each week, delving into both fact & fiction to promote a real
enjoyment of reading. Additional to this, we settle down to a story each day during ‘Our Repeated Reads’ time –
revisiting some ‘old & gold’ classics as well as ‘contemporary fiction’ woven together by a common theme.

Children are exposed to rich language through our topic lessons. The 
meaning of new vocabulary is explored and put into context for children. 

It is revisited over a period of time and promoted in the learning 
environment through flashcards, word-mats and sound-buttons.



Example of displays with key vocab and books



Teaching Sequence:



Teaching Sequence:



Teaching Sequence:



Key changes:

All children are offered a piece of fruit or 
vegetable each day and many are eligible for 
free milk up to the term they turn 5. Fresh 

drinking water is available to children 
throughout the day.

There is a focus on encouraging healthy choices overall and an understanding
of oral health.

It is now a requirement of the EYFS curriculum to teach children the importance
of brushing teeth.

Practitioners should focus on helping children to understand how to make healthy
choices, for example exploring which foods to eat and why.

The government recognise that getting into good routines from a young age is
important as these often continue into adult life.



Key changes:

This year, the safeguarding and welfare requirements were also strengthened.

At Dane Royd, our Safeguarding and Welfare procedures are as follows:

We recognise that children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure; when

their individual needs are met; and when they have positive relationships with the

adults caring for them.

We follow safeguarding and welfare requirements to provide a welcoming, safe and

stimulating environment where children can enjoy learning and grow in confidence.

All practitioners are alert to any issues of concern in children’s lives at home or

elsewhere.



7.1 Staff:Child Ratio

We make sure that the appropriate statutory staff:child ratios are maintained in our setting to meet the needs of all children

and ensure their safety: In our Nursery we have at least 1 member of staff for every 13 children; at least 1 member of staff is

a teacher and at least 1 other member of staff holds an approved level 3 qualification. In our Reception we comply with

infant class size legislation and have at least 1 teacher per 30 pupils.

7.2 Paediatric First Aid

We have at least 1 person with a current Paediatric First Aid (PFA) certificate on the premises and available at all times when

children are present, including on outings. This PFA certificate is renewed every 3 years as required.

7.3 Safer Eating

While children are eating, there will always be at least 1 member of staff in the room with a current PFA certificate. All

children will be within sight and hearing of a member of staff while eating, and seated safely, where possible, in a

designated eating space.

Before a child joins our setting, we will get information on their:

• Dietary requirements and preferences

• Food allergies and intolerances

• Health requirements We will share this information with all staff involved in food preparation and handling.

At each meal time and snack time it will be clear which staff member is responsible for checking that the food meets all the

requirements for each child. We will prepare food in a way that:

• Prevents choking

• Meets each child’s individual developmental needs

• Is in line with the DfE’s Early Years Foundation Stage Nutrition Guidance

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6839b752210698b3364e86fc/Early_years_foundation_stage_nutrition_guidance.pdf


7.4 Premises

We make sure that our premises, including overall floor space and

outdoor space, are fit for purpose and suitable for the age of children

we care for and the activities provided on the premises. We comply with

requirements of health and safety legislation, including fire safety and

hygiene requirements.

7.5 Toileting and Privacy

We make sure that there are:

• Enough toilets and hand basins available for the children

• Suitable and hygienic nappy changing facilities During nappy changes

and toileting, we will balance children’s privacy with their safeguarding

and support needs.

The rest of our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our

school’s main safeguarding policy, which can be found here

https://www.daneroyd.com/safeguardinghome

The school website also contains all other relevant school policies such

our Health & Safety, Managing Medicines and Intimate Care procedures,

which can be found here https://www.daneroyd.com/schoolpolicies
Here is a 

helpful link to 

our latest 

EYFS Policy.

https://www.daneroyd.com/safeguardinghome
https://www.daneroyd.com/schoolpolicies
https://www.daneroyd.com/_files/ugd/78830b_6d1872766a4143eba3e45a5a9f4ca440.pdf


More than just play!





Assessment:

There have also been updates to a document called ‘Development
Matters’.

This document is not compulsory but it can be used by staff to
support them to understand child development in the different
Areas of Learning.

Linked to this document change, children are no longer assessed
against an age band. It is now accepted each child develops in
different ways, so the use of the age bands does not fit everyone
fairly.

Staff can now use their own knowledge of child development to
decide each child’s next steps and support their individual needs.

These changes allow more freedom for adults to plan to the learning
and interests of the children in their class.

NON-STATUTORY CURRICULUM 
GUIDANCE

Here is a 

helpful link to 

the latest 

document.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1180056/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf


Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA)

All children in UFS will undertake the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA). It is a statutory 
requirement for all schools to conduct this within the first 6 weeks of children starting school.

The RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment of your child’s early literacy, 
communication, language and mathematics skills, using materials that most children of your child’s age 
will be familiar with. It provides a helpful snapshot of where your child is when they enter Reception, 
so they can be supported in the most appropriate way. 

Your child will sit 1:1 with a teacher and answer a series of questions verbally, by pointing at or moving 
objects and via an ipad. The assessment has been designed to ensure that it is inclusive and accessible 
to as many children as possible, including those with special educational needs or disability (SEND) or 
English as an additional language (EAL).

This assessment is not about judging or labelling your child or putting them under any pressure. Your 
child cannot ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ the assessment. 



continued…

The data from the assessment will only be used by the 
Department for Education (DfE) when your child has 
reached the end of Year 6, to measure the progress of 
your child’s year group from Reception to Year 6. 

The data from the assessment, including numerical scores, 
is not shared with you, pupils, teachers, or external 
bodies, including schools, and there will be no published 
scores at pupil, school or national level.

Your child’s teacher will receive a set of statements which 
provide a narrative description of how your child 
performed in the assessment. We will share these with 
you at our first consultation evening.

Here is a 

helpful link to 

the latest 

document.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/682e31e3e9440506ee953953/2025_Information_for_parents_reception_baseline_assessment.pdf


Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP)

At the end of the Reception year, children are assessed against the 17 Early Learning Goals. 

It is important to remember that:
• The ELGs are not a test. Staff will use what they already know about a child to make their

decisions.
• The ELGs are not the EYFS curriculum. They should not be used to be taught to, they are

just an end point.

Where possible, the Early Learning Goals closely match the National Curriculum Programmes of
Study for Key Stage One subjects. This helps children to be better prepared for their transition
into year One.

Children will be judged as emerging (working towards the expected standard) or working ‘at’ the
expected standard. Exceeding judgements have been removed.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) will be shared with you in Summer along with
their school report.



Areas of learning (prime):
During the EYFS, the 7 areas of learning and development will be implemented through planned, 
purposeful play experiences alongside a mixture of adult-led and child-initiated activities. At this stage 
in your child’s development play remains key to the way they learn.  We want all children in UFS to have 
enjoyable and enriching experiences, thus building a solid basis for later learning in school and beyond.

The first 3 areas of learning are called the Prime Areas as these are the fundamental for your child’s 
healthy development.

Communication and Language
Giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and
skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships
and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to
understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.

Physical Development
Developing their co-ordination, control and movements in gross motor skills (running, skipping jumping,
throwing) and also their Fine Motor skills (squeezing, threading) in preparation for writing. Children
must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in
relation to food.



Areas of learning (specific):

Literacy
Encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children are given 
access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to spark 
their interest.

Mathematics
Providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding 
and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, 
spaces, and measures.

Understanding the World
Helping children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities 
to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.

Expressive Arts and Design
Enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing 
opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety 
of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.

The 4 specific areas include essential skills and knowledge. 
They grow out of the prime areas and provide important contexts for learning.



Teaching Sequence: Remember the 

colour-coding!



continued...



Schemes of Learning



continued...



Educational Visits:

Lotherton Hall

2.12.25 

The Deep

10.2.26

Please see ParentPay for details of these educational visits, including payment options.



What does a typical day look like in UFS?

AM

• Morning work 

• Morning register/lunches

• Morning exercise

• Assembly

• Read Write Inc Phonics

• Structured learning opportunities in 

free-flow (choosing time)

• Topic input 

PM

• Afternoon register

• Afternoon exercise

• Maths input 

• Structured learning opportunities in 
free-flow (choosing time)

• RWI Handwriting 

• Repeated Read



Read Write Inc. Phonics 

 First, your child will learn to recognise each of the single letter Set 1 
Speed Sounds, along with the corresponding mnemonic: 

 m  a  s  d  t  i n  p  g  o  c  k  u  b  f  e  l  h  r  j  v y  w  z  x 

 Followed by the Set 1 ‘special friends’ (sounds containing two letters): 

 sh th ch qu ng  nk (ck ll ss ff)



 You can revise these sounds at home with your child using their Set 1 

Blue Cards. New sounds will be added to their pack following the focus 

lesson in class.

 Gradually children will be exposed to words on flashcards containing 

these taught sounds and will practice sound-blending in the word-time 

element of the lesson.

 e.g. m–a–t mat,  c–a–t cat,  f–i–sh fish,  s–p–o–t  spot, s–p–l–a–sh splash

 At this point your child will be sent home a word-mat (1.1-1.7) 

including these same words so they may gain confidence through 

practice.



 They will then begin the Sound Blending books in class using partner-
practice. The children work in pairs, one pointing beneath each sound 
while their partner sounds out the word using Fred Talk before attempting 
to blend the word. Then, he or she can turn over and check if they’re 
right using the picture clue. The children then switch roles and repeat.

 Your child will be sent home the Book Bag counterpart to the class book 
so they may practice at home, this contains the same sounds but in 
different words. 

 Initially children will sound blend with overt Fred-talk however as their confidence 
grows they will be taught to silent blend, ‘Fred-in-your-head Secret Fred-talk’. 
Eventually, the aim is that our children leave us ‘speedy reading’.



 As their confidence in sound-blending and partner-practice grows, the children progress from reading words 
to reading captions in ditties.

 At this stage, children are expected not only to read simple captions but also to be able to hold a dictated 
short sentence in their head and use Fred-fingers to spell each word in order in their exercise book.

 e.g.  the cat sat in mud.

 Your child will read several simple ditties in 

lesson over the course of the week and will 

receive one photocopiable ditty to practice 

at home. These texts will often contain red 

words, e.g. I the my - non-decodable words 

that have to be recognised by sight instead.

Your child will refer to these words as 

‘tricky red words’.



 Once your child is reading captions 
confidently they can access RWI storybooks. 
These longer texts require them to read 
sentences with partner-practice and 
complete associated tasks. The group will 
work on the same book over 3 to 5 lessons to 
ensure learning is embedded.

 Reception aged children will typically work 
through Red, Green and Purple Storybooks to 
meet age-related expectations.

 Your child will bring home the corresponding 
Book Bag Book. This book will build upon the 
ideas and many of the words in the Storybook 
he or she has just read in class, however your 
child may need more support in reading this. 
Word-mats will be also be sent home which 
when practiced, will assist them with their 
book.





Reading Folders:

m

Your child will be given a plastic zip-file in which they
will keep their reading book, any reading activities to
consolidate at home and their reading record.

Listening to your child read is crucial for their
development, be sure to make some time to hear
them read and make a note in their record to share
their progress, struggles and achievements.

This will come home every Friday and must be
returned to school every Tuesday.



Library Bags:

In addition to a phonics stage appropriate book that is
sent home, we also invite children to be part of our
school library service. This enables children to select a
book for pleasure to loan out for the week and share at
home. Every child is given a library tote bag to store
their book in.

This will come home every Friday and must be
returned to school every Tuesday.



Weekend Work:

50 things to do before 5 

with Buddy Bear

Walkies with Windy the Dog Bedtime read with 

Take Home Ted

3 children will get to take our Weekend Friends home each weekend. 
These will come home on a Friday and must be returned to school by Tuesday. 



White Rose Education Maths



Signposting:

You can stay up to date by following our feed on        @DaneRoydUFS.

Our website is also updated regularly. We have 2 dedicated pages for Early 
Years full of useful information, resources and helpful signposting for you. 



Useful information:

CURRICULUM BOOKLET: We send out curriculum 
booklets every half-term with date reminders 
including things such as class assemblies, 
educational visits and whole school events.

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER: We send out 
knowledge organisers every half-term with what 
we consider to be our key learning within each 
topic. 

OPTIONAL HOMEWORK: We send out (optional) 
homework every half-term which is linked to our 
current topic and designed to enrich your child’s 
learning experience.



Useful information:

https://startingreception.co.uk/

https://startingreception.co.uk/


Join our PTFA:



Thankyou!

Does anyone have any questions?

Please email EYFSLead@daneroyd.com


