
 

 

Phrasing – I can read with fluency. I 

put my words together into phrase 

chunks so that my reading sounds right 

and makes sense. This means that I am 

paying attention to my phrasing. 

Expression – I read with expression that 

matches the meaning. I vary my volume, 

intonation and tone. I read with 

confidence. My reading is natural 

sounding.  

Ph1  I read word-by-word or one word 

at a time, like a robot. I don’t 

attempt to read phrases in 

chunks.  

E1 I read with minimal or no 

expression. I read in a monotone 

voice and because of this my 

reading sounds boring.  

Ph2 Sometimes I read 2 or 3 words at 

a time. Sometimes I read word-

by-word, like a robot. My reading 

sometimes sounds choppy.  

E2 I am trying to read with 

expression, but sometimes it 

doesn’t match the meaning. I 

focus on decoding to read the 

words correctly rather than how I 

say the words.  

Ph3  I usually read phrase by phrase 

although on occasion my reading 

sounds choppy.  

E3 I read with expression most of 

the time. My reading sounds 

natural and interesting most of 

the time.  

Ph4 I put the words together the way 

the author wrote them (in phrases 

and sentences). I put the words 

together so that it makes sense.  

E4 I always read with expression so 

it always sounds natural, 

interesting and exciting. I read 

with confidence.  

Rate – I can read words automatically 

and effortlessly. I can read at the 

correct rate. Not too quickly and not 

too slowly. My reading sounds right and 

makes sense. 

Punctuation – I use the punctuation to 

help me know how to read the story so 

that it sounds right and makes sense. 

My reading sounds smooth-sounding with 

flow.  

R1  I read really slow and have to stop 

to figure out each word on the 

page, I read so slowly that it 

really does not make sense.  

P1 I don’t pay attention to full stops, 

commas, exclamation marks or 

question marks when I read. My 

reading doesn’t sound right or 

make sense.  

R2 I can be slow because I have to 

read word-by-word when I don’t 

know the words. I take breaks, 

pause too much and repeat words 

when I read.   

P2 Sometimes I use the punctuation 

but I might use it the wrong way.  

R3  I read most words automatically 

and effortlessly. I try to read like 

I talk. Sometimes I go too fast or 

too slow. I might slow down when 

I am trying to figure out a tricky 

word. Sometimes I pause or stop 

when it doesn’t make sense.  

P3 I usually pay attention to the 

punctuation. I may make a mistake 

every once in a while.  

R4 I read words automatically and 

effortlessly. I read like I talk. I 

only slow down, stop or repeat 

words when it makes sense to or 

sounds right.  

P4 I always pay attention to the 

punctuation. My reading sounds 

right and makes sense.  


