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Our Writing Journey

Drive

Introduction to the driver 

(Humanities lessons/class 
book/drama/speaking and 

listening/short writing tasks)

Genre

Introduction to the 
text type - Identify 
word, sentence and 
text level features.

Task

Introduction to 
the task

Success Criteria

Planning

Vocabulary level

Sentence level

Planning grid

Drafting

Paragraph at a time in 
English books.

Mini plenaries/marking 
to address 

misconceptions.

Editing

Children given time to focus 
on particular editing skills 

(purple polishing/re-drafting 
sections)

Final draft

Writing achievement 
books

MONDAY
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What do you already know about the Blitz?

Where did it happen?

What impact did it have?

Who was involved?

Write your answers in your book. 

Drive
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Listen to the siren

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhWUUblpDZA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhWUUblpDZA
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If we stepped back in time so that we were 
present during the Blitz, what would it be 

like?

Glue each of the senses pictures into your 
book and record your ideas next to each 

picture. 
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L.O. I can use the 5 senses to describe what it might have 
been like during the Blitz
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L.O. I can use the 5 senses to describe what it might have 
been like during the Blitz
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Who might have been interviewed after the Blitz?
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Interview questions

Today you are going to imagine that you are 
journalists. I am going to give you all 10 
minutes to write down questions in your book 
that you would ask in an interview after the 
Blitz. 

Now can you write some examples of answers 
that might be given to the interview 
questions underneath?
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Genre

L.O. I can analyse the features of a newspaper

TUESDAY
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Look at the newspaper report (link below). What can you tell me 
about it?

What do you know already about writing newspaper articles?

WAGOLL 2 The Blitz Newspaper Report.docx
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Read the article and answer the following questions in your book:

What is the purpose of the article?

Who is the audience of the article?

What viewpoint is it written from?
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Purpose

Newspaper reports provide information about the real world of the 
reader (audience). 

They are an important source of information.

They use a visual format to help guide the reader to the key points. 

They often present and compare different views on the same issue 
or event. 
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Content

Discuss the following with your partner and be prepared to 
feedback:

What type of events are written about in newspaper articles?

What makes something newsworthy?

How would you determine whether something was newsworthy?
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Independent work

Task 1:

Glue the second newspaper report into your book. Highlight and label 
the key features that you can identify in the report. Remember, 
when we are identifying key features we need to consider structural 
and language features.

WAGOLL 3 Baggins.pdf
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Independent work

Task 2:

Copy and answer the following questions:

1) What is the purpose of a newspaper?

2) Why are images important in newspapers?

3) What is the affect of a headline on the reader?

4) What makes a good headline?

5) Can you explain the impact of quotes in newspapers?

6) What is the structure of a newspapers paragraphs?

7) Newspapers are in the past tense. Why is this?

8) In what tone is a newspaper written and why?

WAGOLL 3 Baggins.pdf
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Task

You are going to be writing a newspaper article following the Blitz. 

We need to generate the success criteria for our writing! In your 
book, write down 3 key features of a newspaper article. 

WEDNESDAY
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Newspaper article success criteria (structural and language 
features specific to a newspaper article)
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Newspaper article success criteria (structural and language 
features specific to a newspaper article)

A headline that uses pun, rhyme or alliteration.

A sub-headline which gives a bit more information.

A 'byline' (the writer's name)

An introductory paragraph that includes the 5W's.

Pictures with captions.

A commentry of the main events.

Written in the third person and past tense.

Direct and reported speech.

A conclusion paragraph to explain what might happen next.
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Now that we have unpicked the genre features, let's have a look at 
our assessment grid and see what objectives we could be showing 
off in our writing this week. YEAR 5
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YEAR 6 
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On the newspaper report that you have stuck in your books, can you 
identify examples of any of your year group writing objectives?
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Planning

L.O. I can research key information

All journalists, before they go out to cover a story, need to 
research their topic.

Today you will be creating a reporters fact file so that you are 
ready for your important reporting job.

How do we take effective notes?

What punctuation do we need to use for bullet pointed lists? 

THURSDAY
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Make notes on your sheet from your learning in humanities.
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The Blitz began on 7 September, 'Black Saturday', when German bombers attacked London, leaving 
430 dead and 1,600 injured. London was then bombed for 57 consecutive nights, and often during 
daytime too. London experienced regular attacks and on 10-11 May 1941 was hit by its biggest raid 

killing 1,436 civilians. However, this proved to be the last major raid until January 1943. While 
London was bombed more heavily and more often than anywhere else in Britain, the Blitz was an 
attack on the whole country. Very few areas were left untouched by air raids. In relatively small 
compact cities, the impact of a severe air raid could be devastating. From mid-November 1940, 

major provincial cities and industrial centres were targeted. Respite finally came from June when 
much of the Luftwaffe was directed against Russia and targets in the Mediterranean. In these nine 
months, over 43,500 civilians were killed. This is how the Blitz affected towns and cities across the 

United Kingdom.

Magpie any extra notes from above!
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L.O. I can collect quotations to use in my journalistic 
writing

FRIDAY
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What can you tell me about the sentences below?

The war was the fault of Germany.

Between 50-80 million people died during World War 2
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Fact v Opinion

Fact Opinion

A thing that is known or proven 
to be true.

"The most commonly known fact 
about hedgehogs is that they 
have fleas"

Synonyms: reality, actuality, 
certainty, factuality, certitude.

A view or judgement formed 
about something, not necessarily 
based on fact or knowledge. 

"That, in my opinion, is right"

Synonyms: belief, judgement, 
thoughts.
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Draw a table in your English book, and sort the facts below from the 
opinions:

- When Coventry Cathedral was bombed, it was the biggest 
architectural loss. 

- You could see the evil in the Nazi pilots eyes.

- The most destructive raid was on the 10th May 1941.

- The attack seemed to last for ages. 

- The Blitz began on Saturday 7th September.

Independent Task:
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Today you are going to be reporters collecting quotes from 
witnesses who lived through the Blitz.
Features of journalistic writing

Headline     Caption     Past tense

Lead            Photo       Formal tone

Quotes        By line      Third person

Columns       Paragraphs    Facts

Quotes

Why are they important?

How are they collected?

Are eye witness accounts 
fact or opinion? Why?

What information do you want to find out?

What questions can you ask?

What are the most effective question types to elicit information?
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Who might we interview?

A survivor

Fireman

Nurse

German Pilot

Air Raid Warden
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Who might we interview?

A survivor

Fireman

Nurse

German Pilot

Air Raid Warden
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Time to collect our quotes!

In your book, write down possible quotes from each of the people 
that might be interviews following the Blitz. 
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Attachments

WAGOLL 2 The Blitz Newspaper Report.docx

WAGOLL 3 Baggins.pdf


horse-drawn round to find his employer Bill Hollyman's baker shop reduced to rubble. He said to The Daily News, ‘‘I was shocked there was debris everywhere - it was unrecognisable!’’ 

Another witness to the devastating bombings was Margaret, aged 45, who said she heard an almighty explosion, followed by flashes of white light littering the night sky, and ferocious flames raging. 

With the war still ongoing, it is important to remember to; always carry your gas mask, find the nearest Anderson shelter and never leave your lights on at night time. 

	

	Last week, in Cardiff, the nasty Nazi Luftwaffe, dropped hundreds of bombs in the busy area of Riverside, whilst innocent people slept peacefully in their beds. 

	Tragically, it is thought that around 100 people have been killed and 350 homes destroyed, with many people still missing. However, a lucky few with Anderson Shelters in their back gardens managed to seek refuge and survive the terrifying attack. 

	Also damaged in the air raid, which lasted 10 hours, was Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff Docks and many Chapels in the town centre. 

The worst incident was at the home of a bakers, on the corner of Stockland Street in Grangetown. Around 32 people were killed - including at least five members of the Hollyman family as they sheltered in the cellar under the bakery. The bomb when it hit left an enormous pile of rubble (around 3 metres high).

A local lad, John Williams, a 14-year-old delivery boy for the bakery, arrived the next morning for his



Written by B. Davis 
 B

Above: Damage to the houses and bakery in Stockland street, Riverside. 

January 9th 1940 

Bomb Blasts Bakery
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Y6 Example Text Recount: Newspaper 
Report Example Text


THE HOBBITON HERALD
www.hobbiton-herald.com THE SHIRE’S FAVOURITE NEWSPAPER 6 pennies


BAGGINS 
IS BACK!
SURPRISE RETURN OF 


HOBBIT THOUGHT DEAD 
By Andwise ‘Andy’ Roper


The quiet village of Hobbiton-on-the-
Water was yesterday in uproar due 
to the unexpected re-appearance of 
Mr Bilbo Baggins, who left the Shire 
months ago, accompanied by the 
wizard Gandalf. Where has he been all 
this time?


A large crowd of Hobbits had gathered 
at Mr Baggins’ home, Bag End, where 
his property was being sold off by his 
cousins, Mr and Mrs Sackville. They 
had asked some months ago for Mr 
Baggins to be declared dead and had 
subsequently claimed Bag End as their 
own inheritance. 


Having demonstrated that he was very 
definitely alive, Mr Baggins demanded 
that everyone should leave his house. 
Mrs Sackville was heard to say, “It’s 
outrageous! How can we be sure he’s 
not an imposter?” However, Mr 
Baggins has told his story exclusively 
to the Hobbiton Herald.


Bilbo Baggins, Gandalf and a party of 
dwarves (led by Thorin Oakenshield) 
departed some time ago on a quest to 
recover lost treasure, stolen centuries 
before by the fearsome dragon Smaug, 
hundreds of miles away beyond 
the Misty Mountains. Their journey 
through foreign territories was 
perilous and Bilbo claims that their 
lives were endangered many times.


Bilbo Baggins


Early on, they were captured by trolls; 
they only avoided being eaten because 
Gandalf tricked the creatures and 
turned them to stone. While shelter-
ing from a violent storm in the Misty 
Mountains, they were trapped again 
– this time by hordes of vicious, evil
goblins. Bilbo explained they had got
away because Gandalf killed the Great
Goblin with magic.


Lost and alone underground, Bilbo 
next met a strange creature called 
Gollum, who agreed to help if the 
hobbit could answer a series of riddles. 
Unfortunately, this individual betrayed 
Bilbo’s trust. Mr Baggins wouldn’t 
detail how he managed to escape – he 
is strangely reluctant to discuss this 
particular event…


In Mirkwood, the adventurers unwisely 
strayed from the path and consequent-
ly were imprisoned again. Quick-think-
ing Bilbo saved them from years in the 
dungeons: “I made everyone climb into 
barrels and we floated down the river.” 
he explained.
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When they finally reached their 
destination – the Lonely Mountain – 
they found a scene of such desolation 
that the dwarves were initially una-
ble to find the way into their family 
home. Bilbo saved the day. He not only 
located the entrance but also devised 
how to kill the dragon. Following 
Smaug’s death, they were attacked by 
thegoblins and their allies. Although 
the evil creatures were defeated, 
Thorin was unfortunately killed.


Grateful for all his help, the dwarves 
rewarded Bilbo with treasure and he 
set off home with Gandalf. After a 
less eventful journey back, he arrived 
in Hobbiton only to find everyone 
thought he was dead!


Now that Mr Baggins has recovered 
from his epic adventure, he says he 
has asked the police to make the 
Sackvilles hand back his property. He 
will be staying at Bag End for the fore-
seeable future: “No more adventures 
for me!” said Bilbo, grinning.


The Lonely Mountain







THE HOBBITON HERALD1


www.hobbiton-herald.com THE SHIRE’S FAVOURITE NEWSPAPER 6 pennies


BAGGINS 
IS BACK!2


 SURPRISE RETURN OF
HOBBIT THOUGHT DEAD3 


By Andwise ‘Andy’ Roper4


The quiet village of Hobbiton-on-the-
Water was yesterday in uproar due 
to the unexpected re-appearance of 
Mr Bilbo Baggins, who left the Shire 
months ago, accompanied by the 
wizard Gandalf. Where has he been all 
this time?5


A large crowd of Hobbits had gathered 
at Mr Baggins’ home7, Bag End, where 
his property was being sold off by his 
cousins, Mr and Mrs Sackville. They 
had asked8 some months ago for Mr 
Baggins to be declared dead and had 
subsequently claimed Bag End as their 
own inheritance. 


Having demonstrated8 that he was 
very definitely alive, Mr Baggins 
demanded that everyone should leave 
his house7. Mrs Sackville was heard to 
say8, “It’s outrageous! How can we be 
sure he’s not an imposter?”9 However, 
Mr Baggins has told his story exclu-
sively to the Hobbiton Herald.


Bilbo Baggins, Gandalf and a party of 
dwarves (led by Thorin Oakenshield) 
departed some time ago on a quest to 
recover lost treasure7, stolen centuries 
before by the fearsome dragon Smaug, 
hundreds of miles away beyond the 
Misty Mountains. Their journey8 
through foreign territories was 
perilous and Bilbo claims that their 
lives were endangered many times.


Bilbo Baggins6


Early on, they were captured by trolls7; 
they only avoided being eaten because 
Gandalf tricked the creatures and 
turned them to stone. While shelter-
ing from a violent storm in the Misty 
Mountains, they were trapped again 
– this time by hordes of vicious, evil
goblins7. Bilbo explained they had got
away because Gandalf killed the Great
Goblin with magic9.


Lost and alone underground, Bilbo 
next met a strange creature called 
Gollum7, who agreed to help if the 
hobbit could answer a series of riddles. 
Unfortunately, this individual betrayed 
Bilbo’s trust. Mr Baggins wouldn’t 
detail8 how he managed to escape – he 
is strangely reluctant to discuss this 
particular event…


In Mirkwood, the adventurers un-
wisely strayed8 from the path and 
consequently were imprisoned again7. 
Quick-thinking Bilbo saved them from 
years in the dungeons: “I made every-
one climb into barrels and we floated 
down the river.” he explained.9


Y6 Example Text Recount: Newspaper Report 
Example Text Annotated Genre Features


1the name of the 
newspaper 


2a headline that 
uses pun, rhyme 
or alliteration 


3a sub-headline 
which gives a bit 
more information 


4a ‘byline’ (the 
writer’s name) 


5an introductory 
paragraph that 
includes the 5 W’s


6pictures with 
captions 


7a commentary of 
the main events 


8third person and 
past tense


9direct and 
reported speech


10a conclusion 
paragraph to 
explain what 
might happen 
next


6







1the name of the 
newspaper 


2a headline that 
uses pun, rhyme 
or alliteration 


3a sub-headline 
which gives a bit 
more information 


4a ‘byline’ (the 
writer’s name) 


5an introductory 
paragraph that 
includes the 5 W’s


6pictures with 
captions 


7a commentary of 
the main events 


8third person and 
past tense


9direct and 
reported speech


10a conclusion 
paragraph to 
explain what 
might happen 
next


Y6 Example Text Recount: Newspaper Report Example Text Annotated Genre Features


When they finally reached their 
destination – the Lonely Mountain – 
they found a scene of such desolation 
that the dwarves were initially una-
ble to find8 the way into their family 
home. Bilbo saved the day7. He not 
only located the entrance but also de-
vised how to kill the dragon. Following 
Smaug’s death, they were attacked by 
thegoblins and their allies. Although 
the evil creatures were defeated, 
Thorin was unfortunately killed.7


Grateful for all his help, the dwarves 
rewarded Bilbo with treasure and he 
set off home with Gandalf.7 After a 
less eventful journey back, he arrived 
in Hobbiton only to find everyone 
thought he was dead!7


Now that Mr Baggins has recovered 
from his epic adventure, he says he 
has asked the police to make the 
Sackvilles hand back his property. He 
will be staying at Bag End for the fore-
seeable future: “No more adventures 
for me!” said Bilbo, grinning.10


The Lonely Mountain7







THE HOBBITON HERALD
www.hobbiton-herald.com THE SHIRE’S FAVOURITE NEWSPAPER 6 pennies


BAGGINS 
IS BACK!
SURPRISE RETURN OF 


HOBBIT THOUGHT DEAD 
By Andwise ‘Andy’12 Roper


The quiet village of Hobbiton-on-the-
Water was yesterday in uproar2 due 
to the unexpected re-appearance17 of 
Mr Bilbo Baggins,13 who left the Shire 
months ago8, accompanied18 by the 
wizard Gandalf.8 Where has he been 
all this time?3


A large crowd of Hobbits had gath-
ered2 at Mr Baggins’14 home, Bag End, 
where his property was being sold off 
by his cousins, Mr and Mrs Sackville4. 
They had asked some months ago10 for 
Mr Baggins to be declared dead2 and 
had subsequently10 claimed Bag End 
as their own9 inheritance. 


Having demonstrated that he was 
very definitely alive3, Mr Baggins 
demanded that everyone should5 leave 
his house. Mrs Sackville was heard4 to 
say, “12It’s outrageous!7 How can5 we 
be sure he’s not an imposter?”12 
However10, Mr Baggins has told his 
story exclusively10 to the Hobbiton 
Herald.9


Bilbo Baggins,13 Gandalf and a party of 
dwarves (led by Thorin Oakenshield)15 
departed some time ago on a quest2 to 
recover lost treasure,15 which was sto-
len centuries before4 by the fearsome 
dragon Smaug9,15 hundreds of miles 
away beyond the Misty Mountains. 
Their journey through foreign territo-
ries9 was 


Bilbo Baggins


perilous2 and Bilbo claims that their 
lives were endangered4 many times.


Early on3, they were captured by 
trolls;16 they only10 avoided being eaten 
because Gandalf tricked the crea-
tures and turned them to stone. While 
sheltering from a violent storm in the 
Misty Mountains11, they were trapped4 
again –16 this time by hordes of 
vicious, evil goblins11. Bilbo explained 
they had got away because Gandalf 
killed the Great Goblin with magic.


Lost and alone underground9, Bilbo 
next met a strange creature called 
Gollum, who agreed to help if the 
hobbit8 could answer a series of rid-
dles5. Unfortunately10, this individual18 
betrayed Bilbo’s trust14. Mr Baggins 
wouldn’t5 detail how he managed to 
escape –16 he is strangely reluctant to 
discuss this particular event…


In Mirkwood9, the adventurers un-
wisely strayed2 from the path and 
consequently were imprisoned again. 
Quick-thinking Bilbo11 saved them 
from years in the dungeons:16 “12I made


Y6 Example Text Recount: Newspaper Report 
Example Text Annotated Grammar, Punctuation 


and Spelling Features


8


5 modal verbs 
(e.g. can, could, 
should, would)


13commas for 
clarity


14apostrophes for 
possession 


15brackets, 
dashes and 
commas for 
parenthesis


16 semi-colons, 
dashes and 
colons to 
separate clauses


17hyphens to 
avoid ambiguity


18 Y5/Y6 
statutory 
spelling words


12inverted 
commas


11expanded 
noun phrases to 
add detail and 
clarity (e. g. a 
state-of-the-art 
computer or a 
hideous, green 
alien with a 
pointy nose.)


10adverbs and 
adverbials to add 
detail and clarity 
(e.g. bravely, 
often, repeatedly, 
in the blink of an 
eye)


1Accurate 
spelling, 
punctuation 
and grammar 
taught in 
previous years 
is demonstrated 
throughout the 
text


7single clause 
sentence for 
effect - short 
and snappy 
sentence


3a range of 
linking words/
phrases, 
including 
adverbials, to 
join sentences 
and paragraphs 
together (e.g. 
first, then, 
after, while, 
significantly, 
likewise, for 
instance) as well 
as repetition 
and ellipsis


9preposition 
phrases to 
add detail 
and clarity 
(e.g. under the 
floorboards, 
across the room)   


8relative clauses 
within sentences 
starting with 
who, which, 
where, when, 
whose and that. 
(e.g. My mum, 
who is a great 
chef, cooked 
dinner for me.)


6multi-clause 
sentences 


4passive verbs 
(e.g. The 
Spanish team 
were beaten by 
France or The 
sweets were 
eaten by the 
children.)


2formal 
vocabulary 
and sentence 
structure that 
matches the 
formality of the 
text 







Y6 Example Text Recount: Newspaper Report Example Text Annotated Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling Features


everyone climb into barrels and we 
floated down the river.”12 he explained. 
When they finally10 reached their 
destination – the Lonely Mountain –15 
they found a scene of such desolation 
that the dwarves were initially unable 
to find the way into their family home 
9. Bilbo saved the day7. He not only
located the entrance but also devised
how to kill the dragon. Following
Smaug’s death3,14, they were attacked4


by thegoblins and their allies. Al-
though the evil creatures were defeat-
ed, Thorin was unfortunately10 killed.
Grateful for all his help2, the dwarves


rewarded Bilbo with treasure and he 
set off home with Gandalf. After a 
less eventful journey back9, he arrived 
in Hobbiton only to find2 everyone 
thought he was dead!


Now that3 Mr Baggins has recovered 
from his epic adventure11, he says 
he has asked the police to make the 
Sackvilles hand back his property. 
He will be staying at Bag End for the 
foreseeable future2. “12No more adven-
tures for me!”12 said Bilbo,13 grinning.


The Lonely Mountain


13commas for 
clarity


14apostrophes for 
possession 


15brackets, 
dashes and 
commas for 
parenthesis


16 semi-colons, 
dashes and 
colons to 
separate clauses


17hyphens to 
avoid ambiguity


18 Y5/Y6 
statutory 
spelling words


12inverted 
commas


11expanded 
noun phrases to 
add detail and 
clarity (e. g. a 
state-of-the-art 
computer or a 
hideous, green 
alien with a 
pointy nose.)


10adverbs and 
adverbials to add 
detail and clarity 
(e.g. bravely, 
often, repeatedly, 
in the blink of an 
eye)


9preposition 
phrases to 
add detail 
and clarity 
(e.g. under the 
floorboards, 
across the room)   


8relative clauses 
within sentences 
starting with 
who, which, 
where, when, 
whose and that. 
(e.g. My mum, 
who is a great 
chef, cooked 
dinner for me.)


5 modal verbs 
(e.g. can, could, 
should, would)


1Accurate 
spelling, 
punctuation 
and grammar 
taught in 
previous years 
is demonstrated 
throughout the 
text


7single clause 
sentence for 
effect - short 
and snappy 
sentence


3a range of 
linking words/
phrases, 
including 
adverbials, to 
join sentences 
and paragraphs 
together (e.g. 
first, then, 
after, while, 
significantly, 
likewise, for 
instance) as well 
as repetition 
and ellipsis


6multi-clause 
sentences 


4passive verbs 
(e.g. The 
Spanish team 
were beaten by 
France or The 
sweets were 
eaten by the 
children.)


2formal 
vocabulary 
and sentence 
structure that 
matches the 
formality of the 
text 







THE HOBBITON HERALD
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BAGGINS 
IS BACK!
SURPRISE RETURN OF 


HOBBIT THOUGHT DEAD 
By Andwise ‘Andy’12 Roper


The quiet village of Hobbiton-on-the-
Water was yesterday in uproar2 due 
to the unexpected re-appearance17 of 
Mr Bilbo Baggins,13 who left the Shire 
months ago8, accompanied18 by the 
wizard Gandalf.8 Where has he been 
all this time?3


A large crowd of Hobbits had gath-
ered2 at Mr Baggins’14 home, Bag End, 
where his property was being sold off 
by his cousins, Mr and Mrs Sackville4. 
They had asked some months ago10 for 
Mr Baggins to be declared dead2 and 
had subsequently10 claimed Bag End 
as their own9 inheritance. 


Having demonstrated that he was 
very definitely alive3, Mr Baggins 
demanded that everyone should5 leave 
his house. Mrs Sackville was heard4 to 
say, “12It’s outrageous!7 How can5 we 
be sure he’s not an imposter?”12 
However10, Mr Baggins has told his 
story exclusively10 to the Hobbiton 
Herald.9


Bilbo Baggins,13 Gandalf and a party of 
dwarves (led by Thorin Oakenshield)15 
departed some time ago on a quest2 to 
recover lost treasure,15 which was sto-
len centuries before4 by the fearsome 
dragon Smaug9,15 hundreds of miles 
away beyond the Misty Mountains. 
Their journey through foreign territo-
ries9 was 


Bilbo Baggins


perilous2 and Bilbo claims that their 
lives were endangered4 many times.


Early on3, they were captured by 
trolls;16 they only10 avoided being eaten 
because Gandalf tricked the crea-
tures and turned them to stone. While 
sheltering from a violent storm in the 
Misty Mountains11, they were trapped4 
again –16 this time by hordes of 
vicious, evil goblins11. Bilbo explained 
they had got away because Gandalf 
killed the Great Goblin with magic.


Lost and alone underground9, Bilbo 
next met a strange creature called 
Gollum, who agreed to help if the 
hobbit8 could5 answer a series of rid-
dles8. Unfortunately10, this individual18 
betrayed Bilbo’s trust14. Mr Baggins 
wouldn’t5 detail how he managed to 
escape –16 he is strangely reluctant to 
discuss this particular event…


In Mirkwood9, the adventurers un-
wisely strayed2 from the path and 
consequently were imprisoned again. 
Quick-thinking Bilbo11 saved them 
from years in the dungeons:16 “12I made
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5 modal verbs 
(e.g. can, could, 
should, would)
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clarity
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possession 


15brackets, 
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parenthesis


16 semi-colons, 
dashes and 
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separate clauses
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avoid ambiguity
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12inverted 
commas
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noun phrases to 
add detail and 
clarity (e. g. a 
state-of-the-art 
computer or a 
hideous, green 
alien with a 
pointy nose.)


10adverbs and 
adverbials to add 
detail and clarity 
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often, repeatedly, 
in the blink of an 
eye)
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and ellipsis
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and clarity 
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floorboards, 
across the room)   
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where, when, 
whose and that. 
(e.g. My mum, 
who is a great 
chef, cooked 
dinner for me.)
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Spanish team 
were beaten by 
France or The 
sweets were 
eaten by the 
children.)
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vocabulary 
and sentence 
structure that 
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everyone climb into barrels and we 
floated down the river.”12 he explained. 
When they finally10 reached their 
destination – the Lonely Mountain –15 
they found a scene of such desolation 
that the dwarves were initially unable 
to find the way into their family home 
9. Bilbo saved the day7. He not only
located the entrance but also devised
how to kill the dragon. Following
Smaug’s death3,14, they were attacked4


by thegoblins and their allies. Al-
though the evil creatures were defeat-
ed, Thorin was unfortunately10 killed.
Grateful for all his help2, the dwarves


rewarded Bilbo with treasure and he 
set off home with Gandalf. After a 
less eventful journey back9, he arrived 
in Hobbiton only to find2 everyone 
thought he was dead!


Now that3 Mr Baggins has recovered 
from his epic adventure11, he says 
he has asked the police to make the 
Sackvilles hand back his property. 
He will be staying at Bag End for the 
foreseeable future2. “12No more adven-
tures for me!”12 said Bilbo,13 grinning.


The Lonely Mountain
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