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Writing at Dane Royd
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• Writing is mostly taught through the use 
of high‐quality texts, which are chosen 
by class teachers, taking into 
consideration the history and geography 
topic and the class teacher’s own reading 
interests. 

• Opportunities are planned in for children 
to develop their writing skills across the 
curriculum to ensure that writing tasks 
are engaging and purposeful. 

• We hope that by providing the children 
with a real context and purpose to their 
writing, it will enable us to foster the 
children’s interest in writing. 

• We expose the children to a range of text 
types across a unit of work to allow them 
to study texts that are written for a 
range of audiences and purposes. 

• The teaching of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar skills is woven into the writing 
lessons, in order to ensure that the 
children are applying their SPaG skills 
appropriately. 

• Teachers plan in opportunities for the 
children to edit and improve their 
writing, taking into consideration the 
SPaG element that is being taught that 
week. 
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Dane Royd Writing Journey
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Skills taught in a 'logical' order
• By carefully planning for progression in our teaching 

of writing skills, we should be able to address gaps 
quicker and create strong foundations that can be 
built upon year on year. 

• Punctuation and grammar needs to be taught in a 
certain order to ensure progression. 
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Handwriting

Pupils should be taught to:
• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed 

to join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

• increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their 
handwriting, [for example, by ensuring that the 
downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, and 
that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the 
ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]
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Spellings

• Weekly spellings both at home and in 
school. 

• Differentiated accordingly.
• Teaching of rules and application.
• Dictionary skills
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Vocabulary
• The KS2 curriculum has an increased emphasis on 

understanding vocabulary in context. Due to this, we 
expose the children to a wide range of challenging 
texts in every year group. We find that exposure to 
such texts helps them apply vocabulary in their own 
writing.  

• Every class has a 'word of the week' - we choose a word that the children have been 
exposed to that week and display it in the classroom. The children are then challenged 
to use that word at some point during the week (verbally or in writing) . 

• We encourage children to search for synonyms of their word choices in thesauruses.
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Any questions?
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Reading at Dane Royd



Reading and Writing.notebook

11

October 07, 2022

There are 8 reading strands in the KS2 curriculum:

2a - Decode: give/explain the meaning of words in context.

2b - Retrieve: retrieve and record information/identify key features from fiction and 
non-fiction.

2c - Summarise: summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.

2d - Infer: make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence 
from the text. 

2e - Predict: predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

2f - Meaning: Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and 
contributes to meaning as a whole. 

2g - Language: Identify/explain how a meaning is enhanced through choice of words and 
phrases. 

2h - Compare: Make comparisons within the text. 
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Reading strand resource

Questions For Reading Bookmark Question Cards.pdf

When reading with children, we 
need to ensure that they are both 
fluent, and that they understand 
what they have read.
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Reading stamina is essential and is something that 
the children need to be practicing regularly. When 
giving the children a text to read,  we sometimes put 
a timer on the board. We then ask the children to 
note down how long it took them to read the given 
text. Can they increase their stamina each week?  

Reading stamina

Skimming and scanning to locate information quickly is a vital skill needed. This will help 
with speed and stamina. 

We try and incorporate skimming and scanning activities into our English lessons to help the 
children to develop this skill. 
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Reading for Pleasure
• Dedicated time for reading for pleasure happens daily. During 

this time, an adult reads aloud a story for the children to enjoy. 
The children then have the opportunity to read a text of their 
choice and talk to each other about the books that they are 
reading.

• In KS2, each class has a ‘book talk’ display to encourage 
informal discussions around their class text. 

• At Dane Royd we celebrate reading and this can be seen in our 
learning environment. Every classroom has a display celebrating 
the current class read and an inviting, sociable reading area.  

• Corridor libraries – topic books. 
• We strongly believe that reading is the bedrock for learning, 

and that the ‘will’ to read influences skill. Due to this we strive 
to ensure that our pupils enjoying books and are intrinsically 
rewarded by reading. 

• We strive to understand the individual reader identities of our 
pupils, and we use this knowledge to ensure that the books on 
our shelves cater for their reading preferences, to enable us to 
keep their reading lights switched on. 
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Home Reading
• In KS2, we teach reading through discrete whole class reading 

lessons, in addition to embedding reading skills into our English 
lessons. We continue to teach phonics using the Read Write Inc 
scheme as an intervention for any children in Key Stage 2 who 
still require support in their reading. 

• Children in KS2 who are not receiving a phonics intervention, 
should have the necessary skills needed to read an age 
appropriate book of their choice. Therefore, the reading book 
that they bring home will be a book from their classroom 
library. 

• Class teachers will provide guidance to support the children in 
choosing a book within their reading abilities. 

• It is expected that the children read this book at home to 
develop their reading fluency and comprehension skills as well 
as simply reading for enjoyment. 

• The will influences the skill. 
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Any questions?



Attachments

Questions For Reading Bookmark Question Cards.pdf




Cut out the shapes and stick them back to back. Whilst reading with your child, 
try to choose one question from each section. You could ask more than one 
type of question per page. This will check that your child really understands 
what they are reading and could lead you into further conversations about 
the book. 


Questions for Reading Bookmark
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Vocabulary Questions with Victor Inference Questions with Iggy


Retrieval Questions with Rex Prediction Questions with Pip


Summarising Questions with Sheba Compare, Contrast and Comment 
with Cassie


Be an Author with Arlo


• What does this word/phrase/sentence tell 
you about the character/setting/mood? 
By writing..., what effect has the author 
created? Do you think they intended to?


• What other words/phrases could the 
author have used here? Why?


• How has the author made 
you feel by writing...? Why


• What do you think.... means? Why do 
you think that? Could it be anything 
else?


• I think....; do you agree? Why / why 
not?


• How do you think....?


• Can you explain why....?


• What do these words mean and 
why do you think that the author 
chose them?


• Find the... in this text. Is it anywhere 
else?


• When/where is this story set? How do 
you know?


• Find the part of the story 
that best describes the 
setting.


• What do you think is 
happening here? Why?


• What might this mean?


• Can you think of another story with a 
similar theme? How do their plots differ?


• Which stories have openings like this? 
Do you think that this story will develop 
the same way?


• Why did the author choose 
this setting? Will that 
influence the story?


• What is the main point in this 
paragraph? Is it mentioned anywhere 
else?


• Sum up what has happened so far in X 
words/seconds or less.


• Which is the most 
important point in these 
paragraphs? Why?


• Do any sections/paragraphs 
deal with the same themes?


• What is similar/different about two 
characters? Did the author intend that?


• Explain why... did that.


• Describe different characters’ reactions 
to the same event.


• Is this as good as...?


• Which is better and why?


• What does the word... tell you about...? 
How?


• Find two ways that the author tells 
you...


• Which words do you think are most 
important? Why?


• Which words do you like the most? 
Why?


• What do you think the author  
meant by...?


• How has the author made 
you feel happy / sad / angry /


frustrated?
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