Writing in Upper Key
Stage 2



Writing is mostly taught through the use of high-quality texts, which are chosen by
class teachers, taking into consideration the history and geography topic and the
class teacher’s own reading interests.



Opportunities are planned in for children to develop their writing skills across the
curriculum to ensure that writing tasks are engaging and purposeful.



We hope that by providing the children with a real context and purpose to their
writing, it will enable us to foster the children’s interest in writing.



We expose the children to a range of text types across a unit of work to allow them
to study texts that are written for a range of audiences and purposes.



The teaching of spelling, punctuation and grammar skills is woven into the writing
lessons, in order to ensure that the children are applying their SPaG skills
appropriately.



Teachers plan in opportunities for the children to edit and improve their writing,
taking into consideration the SPaG element that is being taught that week.

Assessment in Writing


Writing is assessed using evidence collected by the class teacher throughout
the year.



There is no Year 6 SATs writing test.



Children are expected to be able to write at length.



Writing from across the curriculum can be used to form part of the
assessments.

Writing Framework

Reading in Upper Key
Stage 2

Reading in UKS2


There are 8 reading strands in the KS2 curriculum:



2a - Decode: give/explain the meaning of words in context.



2b - Retrieve: retrieve and record information/identify key features from fiction
and non-fiction.



2c - Summarise: summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.



2d - Infer: make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with
evidence from the text.



2e - Predict: predict what might happen from details stated and implied.



2f - Meaning: Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and
contributes to meaning as a whole.



2g - Language: Identify/explain how a meaning is enhanced through choice of
words and phrases.



2h - Compare: Make comparisons within the text.

Preparing children from the rigour of the
end of KS2 assessments


In addition to teaching the reading strands, we would also like to ensure that
our teaching provides the children with the skill set needed to tackle a range
of test questions.



Example paper

Vocabulary


The KS2 reading curriculum has an increased emphasis on understanding
vocabulary in context. Due to this, we expose the children to a wide range of
challenging texts in every year group.



Ambitious vocabulary that the children have been exposed to in their learning
throughout the week is displayed in classrooms. The children are then
challenged to use that word at some point during the week (verbally or in
writing).



We teach the children to highlight words that they are unsure of the meaning
of when they are reading, and record it in the back of their English books.
When they have finished reading they are encouraged to try and deduce the
meaning of the word by looking at the word in context/using a
dictionary/asking a peer/asking an adult. This would be a good task to
complete at home also!

Reading stamina


Reading stamina is essential and is something that the children need to be
practicing regularly. When giving the children a text to read, we sometimes
put a timer on the board. We then ask the children to note down how long it
took them to read the given text. Can they increase their stamina each week?



Skimming and scanning to locate information quickly is a vital skill needed.
This will help with speed and stamina.



We try and incorporate skimming and scanning activities into our English
lessons to help the children to develop this skill.



Example skimming and scanning activity

Using music to develop reading
comprehension skills
We choose an appropriate song to play to the children.
We then ask range of questions to enable pupils to practice their comprehension
skills. The bold question stems can be adapted for any songs.



According to the text where is Adele dreaming?



How many miles apart are they?



Find and copy one word that means that you cannot remember something?



What is the main message in this section?

Hello, can you hear me?
I’m in California dreaming
About who we used to be
When we were younger and free

I’ve forgotten how it felt
Before the world fell at our feet
There’s such a difference between us
And a million miles

What does the teaching of reading look
like across the week in UKS2?


On a Monday, we read the class novel (which is often linked to our
history/geography topic). The majority of this session is spent recapping the
events that have happened, discussing character developments and thinking
about how and why events have unfolded. We spend time discussing authorial
intent. These sessions are also a good opportunity to have a class debate e.g.
those using Holes in Year 6 might set: ‘If you take a bad boy and make him dig
a hole every day in the hot sun, it will turn him into a good boy’ – to what
extent do you agree with this statement?



In addition to this main reading session, we read the class book for enjoyment
for 10-15 minutes on Tuesday and Wednesday.

What does the teaching of reading look
like across the week in UKS2?


On Thursday and Friday we study texts linked to a topic (each topic lasts for
approximately three weeks)



E.g. if the theme for the cycle was ‘The Romans’, we might read a non-fiction
text about Mount Vesuvius on Thursday and then look at the song lyrics
Pompeii by Bastille on Friday.



The focus of these two sessions is inference, retrieval, prediction and
summary.



We aim to listen to every child read their reading scheme book individually at
least once a fortnight, although the children will be heard reading much more
than this within our English lessons.

Reading interventions


Interventions, boosters and guided reading sessions are planned in
accordingly.

Bedrock Vocabulary: what is it?

Bedrock Vocabulary is an online programme
that helps the children learn new
vocabulary.
It will help them learn the tricky sort of
language that they might come across in text
books, lessons or exams.

What do we expect from the
children?
The best way for children to learn new vocabulary is to experience it frequently and in varied ways.
Each week, they need to complete a minimum of 2 Bedrock lessons. One session will be completed
in school and the other session needs to be completed at home.
By completing 2 lessons a week, we can guarantee that children:
✓ engage with aspirational, academic language
✓ read high quality fiction and non-fictionevery week
✓ practise reading comprehension every week

What do we expect from children?
Each week, teachers are are emailed a report that
looks like this:
Pupilname
Your

Class
Your class

Pupilname
Your

Class
Your class

This means they can tell who’s been improving their vocabulary and who hasn’t!

Parent Sign Up
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Parent Sign Up
• Parent sign up is for the parents of students on
Bedrock to get access to their child’s progress.

2

• Parents can sign up to the programme in the
following way:

1) Click on the Parent/Teacher tab on the sign in
screen.
2) Click on ‘Parent sign up’.
• The parent will then be shown the parent sign up
form. Once they complete this form and click
‘register’ they will have access to the system.
• The access code is provided by the teacher and is
obtained as shown in the previous slide.

Any Questions?.......

